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Purpose of Document 

This document explains why the DCO Scheme and its compulsory acquisition powers are 
necessary and justifiable.  
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Planning Act 2008: 

Guidance related to procedures for compulsory acquisition” 
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MetroWest Phase 1

MetroWest Phase 1 A

MetroWest Phase 1B
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Portishead 
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Portishead to Portbury  

 Portbury to Pill 
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Pill to Ham Green 
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Ham Green to Clanage Road 
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Clanage Road to Parson Street 

Portishead to Old Portbury Station 
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Portbury to Pill 

Ham Green to Ashton 
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Land Plan Sheet 1 – land at Portishead 

Land between Portishead and Old Portbury Station (land plan sheets 2-4) 
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Old Portbury Station to  Portbury Junction (land plan sheets 3-6) 
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Pill and Ham Green (land plan sheets 6-7) 
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From Ham Green to Clifton Suspension Bridge (land plan sheets 7 – 13) 
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Clanage Road and Winterstoke Road (land plan sheets 14 – 17) 
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"Great Britain's level crossings, although among the safest in Europe, still pose a 

significant safety risk to the public.  ORR encourages the rail industry to close level 

crossings wherever possible." 
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Government’s vision and strategic objectives for the national networks 

The Government will deliver national networks that meet the country’s long term needs; 

supporting a prosperous and competitive economy and improving overall quality of life, 

as part of a wider transport system. This means: 

 Networks with the capacity and connectivity and resilience to support national and local 

economic activity and facilitate growth and create jobs. 

Networks which support and improve journey quality, reliability and safety. 
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Networks which support the delivery of environmental goals and the move to a low 

carbon economy. 

Networks which join up our communities and link effectively to each other. 

 

The Government will therefore consider new or re-opened alignments to improve 

capacity, speed, connectivity and reliability

4.3 In considering any proposed development, and in particular, when weighing its 

adverse impacts against its benefits, the Examining Authority and the Secretary of 

State should take into account: 

its potential benefits, including the facilitation of economic development, 

including job creation, housing and environmental improvement, and any 

long-term or wider benefits; 

its potential adverse impacts, including any longer-term and cumulative 

adverse impacts, as well as any measures to avoid, reduce or compensate for 

any adverse impacts. 

4.4  In this context, environmental, safety, social and economic benefits and adverse 

impacts, should be considered at national, regional and local levels. These may be 

identified in this NPS, or elsewhere. 
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we will continue to work closely with local partners and the current franchisee to deliver 

the "MetroWest" scheme

Any replacement or diversion of existing facilities will be no less convenient, safe or 

aesthetically attractive and will be of equal or broader legal status to those facilities 

being replaced. 
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“As you know, improving rail services for the people of the Bristol area is important to 

this Government.  I firmly support MetroWest and consider its successful delivery, 

including the Portishead element, a priority in Control Period 6.   

I welcome your effects to identify local funding options and the further £15M you think is 

possible through the Economic Development Fund mechanism, reducing the funding gap 

from £46.9M to £31.9M.  I also note the consideration that has been given to light rail and 
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tram-train options and that the MetroWest scheme will be future proofed to facilitate 

these.  

I am content to provide the further £31.9M required.  However, this is on the basis that 

the £15M of local funding can be secured as you set out and that MetroWest passes 

successfully through the Department’s Rail Network Enhancements Pipeline (RNEP) 

process.”  

Table 1: Outline Business Case: benefits supporting MetroWest Phase 1 
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Order Land in which the Crown holds an interest in Portishead 
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Order Land in which the Crown holds an interest in Pill

Order Land in which The Crown holds an interest in Watch House Hill, Ham Green

Order Land in which the Crown holds an interest in Leigh Woods, Abbots Leigh
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Open Space Land 
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– Plot nos: 01/ 111, 01/112, 01/211,  01/212, 01/213, 01/216,  

01/220, 01/223,  01/231, 01/252  
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– Plot nos: 02/05, 02/06,  02/10, 02/19, 02/20 02/26, 02/27, 

02/30 02/31 and  02/32  

Open Space in Pill

Jenny's Meadow – Plot no: 06/61 
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Victoria Park, Pill– Plot nos: 06/661. 06/666. 06/670, 06/700, 06/725 

Watch House Hill – Plot nos: 07/71, 07/72, 07/73 
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Land  in Leigh Woods, Abbots Leigh – Plots: 10/35, 11/06, 11/07, 11/70, 11/75, 11a/05, 

11a/10, 11a/15, 11b/05, 11b/10, 11b/15, 11b/20, 11b/25, 11b/30, 11b/35, 11c/05, 11c/10 

Statutory Undertakers and S127 of the Planning Act 2008 
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National Trust Land: Plots: 11/61, 11/80, 12/07, 12/10, 12/20, 12/21, 12/30, 13/07, 13/31, 

13/32, 13/55, 14/05 
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Traffic Regulation Orders – Article 46 



 
 
 
  

68 
151317456.v1 

 



 
 
 
  

69 
151317456.v1 

 



 
 
 
  

70 
151317456.v1 

 



 
 
 
  

71 
151317456.v1 

 



 
 
 
  

72 
151317456.v1 

 



 
 
 
  

73 
151317456.v1 

 



 
 
 
  

74 
151317456.v1 

 

* figures from the Outline Business Case (December 2017) 
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* extracted from the 2014 Strategic Economic Plan.  Note the job creation numbers have since be revised 
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*Free Flow JT = minimum journey time recorded in the period 06:00-10:00. Observed data from Strategis 
– used in GBATS4 updates 
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*extracted from the scheme Outline Business Case (December 2017) 
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Table 1.6 Journey time comparisons (AM peak) 

*Transport Assessment (Environmental Statement) 
**Google Maps time calculations  
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2.3.1 Portishead 

2.3.2 Portbury 

2.3.3 Easton in Gordano 

2.3.4 Pill 
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Public bridleway LA8/67/10 – Marsh Lane, Easton In Gordano to beneath the M5 
Avonmouth Bridge 
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Public footpath  LA8/68/10 beneath the M5 Avonmouth Bridge

Public footpath LA8/5/40 between Lodway Close and Avon Road, Pill 
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New cycle tracks in Portishead 

  M5 Avonmouth Bridge - new bridleway 



 
 
 
  

96 
151317456.v1 

 

“Great Britain's level crossing safety record is among the best in the world, but every incident has the 
potential for significant human and economic loss. Level crossings are the single biggest source of railway 
catastrophic risk, but overall the risks are well managed.” 

“Risk control should, where practicable, be achieved through the removal of level crossings and replacing 
them with bridges, underpasses or diversions. Where removal is not possible, we aim to ensure that duty 
holders reduce risk so far as is reasonably practicable and in accordance with the principles of protection.” 

(i) Quays Avenue Portishead – Between the points S1 and S2 on the Crossings to be Extinguished 
Plan (Sheet 1) 

(ii)  Historic Accommodation crossing east of Quay's Avenue Portishead – Between the points S3 
and S4 on the Crossings to be Extinguished Plan (Sheet 1) 

Crossing south of Trinity Primary School between Galingale Way and Tansy Lane – Between 
the points S5 and S6 on the Crossings to be Extinguished Plan (Sheet 1) 

 

The former access known as Moor Lane, north of Sheepway and south of Marjoram Way, 
Portishead  – Between the points S7 and S8 on the Crossings to be Extinguished Plan (Sheet 1) 
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Two accommodation crossings at Shipway Gate Farm - Between the points S9 and S10, and 
S11 and S12  on the Crossings to be Extinguished Plan (Sheet 2) 

Elm Tree Farm, Portbury - Between the points S13 and S14 on the Crossings to be Extinguished 
Plan (Sheet 3)

Crossing east of Old Portbury Station and station Road Portbury - Between the points S15 and 
S16 on the Crossings to be Extinguished Plan (Sheet 3)

The former crossing of the Drove - Between the points S17 and S18 on the Crossings to be 
Extinguished Plan (Sheet 4)

Portbury No 3 crossing - Between the points S19 and S20 on the Crossings to be Extinguished 
Plan (Sheet 4)

Court House Farm crossing - Between the points S21 and S22 on the Crossings to be 
Extinguished Plan (Sheets 4 and 5) 
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 (xi)  Court House Farm crossing - Between the points S25 and S26 on the Crossings to be 
Extinguished Plan (Sheet 5) 

(xii)  Manor Farm, Easton in Gordano  Between the points S27 and S28 on the Crossings to be 
Extinguished Plan (Sheet 5)

Lodway Farm - Between the points S29 and S30 on the Crossings to be Extinguished Plan 
(Sheet 5)  

Barons Close or Ashton Containers crossing, Ashton, Bristol Between the points S31 and S32 
on the Crossings to be Extinguished Plan (Sheet 16)  
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Section 131 



 
 
 
  

100 
151317456.v1 

 

Section 132 
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a/10, 
a/15 
b/05, 
b/10, 
b/15, 
b/20,  
b/30, 
b/35 
c/05, 
c/10, 
c/15
b/25 
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The Applicant and Network Rail have been in dialogue with the National Trust since the first meeting 
on the 6th June 2016. Since this time the requirement for access has evolved.  There are principally 
two areas of discussion: 
 



 
 

 
 

 

 
Discussions continue and it is anticipated these discussions will continue for the coming months.  
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